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Zwemer Hall- The Second Century
Over 100 years ago, in 1894,
Zwemer Hall was constructed as the
first permanent building on the
Northwestern campus for the
astounding sum of $12,9501 This
building has served the college
extraordinarily well, being used at
various times for a chapel, a library,
classrooms, and faculty / staff offices.
Indeed, Zwemer Hall is a repository of
a century of memories at
Northwestern. Without question,
Zwemer Hall is a grand old building.
That, of course, is the crux of the
problem. It is an old building. Over
the years the building has gradually
deteriorated with little long-term
maintenance attention. It has simply
worn out. This steady but sure
deterioration left us with a major
decision. Should we restore this
facility which is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places or should it
be razed and another facility (perhaps
a replica) be built in its place? This
question was debated at considerable
length with many pros and cons on
each side of the issue. Finally, it was
decided to restore Zwemer Hall for a
second century of use at the college.
Northwestern's faithful cheered!
What a preservation project this has
become!! Virtually every portion of
the building has been restored or
replaced. As you would expect there
are new electrical and mechanical

components, including a new healing
and cooling system. (In recent years,
most of our cooling has unfortunately
occurred in the winter while most of
our heating has been in the summer!)
A new roof has been installed with
intricate metal cornice work, either

replaced or repaired. The old brick
has been carefully washed and all
mortar joints individually sawed out
and replaced. Windows and casings
have been replaced or repaired. All of
the woodwork, including especially
door and window frames and wainscoting, has been carefully removed,
labeled for refinishing and reinstalled.
Dropped ceilings have been removed
so that the original room height has
once again been exposed.
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But there is more! Architect Larry
Ericsson increased Zwemer's

usable

space from 9,000 to 17,000square feet
by cleverly utilizing existing footage
and designing complementary
additions to the west and south.
Because the previous basement will
now have access at ground level, this
lower level of the building will be very
functional and accessible. The first
and second floors will remain largely
intact with redesigned space. The
expansion to the west will include
four levels. An elevator was added to
the interior of the building and a
second staircase was added to a
four-level oval expansion to the south.
Both of these additions and many
others will make
this building
fully accessible
and in
compliance with
modem-day
building safety
codes.

Chief among
the expansions

was the
Dr. James Bultman
capturing of
space on the third floor and the
heretofore unused third floor loft
(formerly the attic). By excising the
large wooden beams in the attic and
replacing them with structural steel,
the entire third floor of the building,
previously used for storage, has
become fully functional and very
attractive. Skylights and existing
window openings have created a very
appealing space for our development
office.
The new design accentuates a

"second front" to the Highway 10 side
of the building that parallels the
entrance to the campus green area.

Appropriate contouring of the
landscape allows for the renovated
south entrance to be a ground-level
entry without stairs.
Mouw-Den Hartog Construction
Company from Sheldon has once
again served as the college's general
contractor for a major project. The joy
of working with people of this caliber

and the quality of their work is ample
testimony for this selection. After
interviewing 10 different architectural
firms, Wetherell-Ericsson from Des
Moines was selected. This firm
specializes

in restoration architecture

and identifies the Iowa governor's
mansion at Terrace Hill and the Pella
Opera House among its recent

"Zwemer Hall will
remain a beacon of
architecturalgrandeur
and a symbol of
N orthwestem's hope,
faith, perseverance
and heritage."
achievements.

Larry Ericsson has

been the principal architect and in a
unique arrangement has teamed with
Todd Moss from the architectural firm
Ruble Mamura Moss Brygger of Sioux
City for enhanced project supervision.
Adding to my enthusiasm for this
restoration is the fact that with the
additions and redesign of space, all of
the administrative units which
previously occupied this building will
be able to return. This is true even
though space needs for virtually every
office have increased as the college has
grown.

Admissions,

financial aid,

academic affairs, and the president'S
office will be on the second floor. The
first floor will house the business
office and the registrar's office, as well
as two large conference rooms which
will be used primarily by admissions.
The lower level will contain our
telephone switchboard, a phonathon
room, printing services, and a staff
lounge.
Reducing my enthusiasm for this
restoration project is the anticipated
cost of $2.75 million, including
furnishings and fees. The discerning
reader will notice that this is slightly
more than the original cost! We have
asked virtually all of our constituency,
(continued on page 3)
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NWC Hosts General Synod
Northwestern served as host for Reformed tradition with praise
the Reformed Church in America's
choruses from the world church.
The Rev. Tony Vis '69, senior
1996 General Synod in June. Approximately 500 people attended
pastor of Meredith Drive Reformed
the weeklong event, including 272
Church in Des Moines, was elected
official delegates.
.....----_----.---~~~
General Synod
strongly reaffirmed two
tenets of the church-that
salvation is only through
faith in Jesus Christ and
that the Bible is the word
of God, the final
authority for all areas of
life and ministry.
Celebrating the
Large video screens project the image of Synod President I.
denominational theme,
John Hesselink as he speaks to delegates.
"<:iod'sPeople
as president for 1996-97.Hepledged
Transformed," Synod's daily
to make the revitalization of
worship services were marked by
congregations a major theme of his
a blend of liturgy from the
presidency.

All-Sports Rankings
Northwestern was 23rd out of 360
NAIA colleges in the final 1995-96
Sears Directors' Cup all-sports
rankings. Standings were based
on results of championships in a
predetermined number of core and
wild card sports for men and women.
Pacific Lutheran was the NAIA
winner. Nebraska-Iowa Athletic
Conference foes Hastinj;$ and
Doane were ranked 12t and 15th,
respectively.

Internationals

Gather

Twenty-one men and women
from around the world
experienced Mid-American culture
and studied English as a Second
Language (ESL)and the Gospel of
John during Northwestern's 12th
annual Summer Institute for
International Students in July and
August.
This year's group included
students from the Netherlands,
Japan, Nepal, Korea and the West
Bank.

Z werner

(continued from page 2)

especiallyour alumni for whom this
building holds specialmeaning, to
assist us financiallywith this project.
Many have given generously, some
even sacrificially. If you have not yet
been asked or made the decision to
contribute to this project,we urge you
to do so now. Your gift would be
especiallyappreciated as we attempt
to complete the funding for the
Zwemer Hall project,and, indeed,
Phase III of campus development.
The restoration of historic Zwemer

Hall will preserve this facilityfor a
second century of service to the

college. It will remain a beacon of
architecturalgrandeur and a symbol
of Northwestern's hope, faith,
perseverance,

and heritage in

Christian education. We look forward
to giving you a tour of this facility
upon its completion,now scheduled
for the spring of 1997.

Campaign Nears
$20 Million
As workers look toward a
spring completion date for the
restoration of Zwemer Hall, the
last component of the Call to
Commitment: Expanding the
Vision capital campaign, the funds
keep coming in. At the end of July,
over $13.6 million in cash and
pledges and $6.1 million in
deferred gifts to the endowment
had been raised for the campaign.
Expanding the Vision was
officially launched in the fall of
1991. Since then it has
strengthened the endowment and
enabled the renovation and expansion of the DeWitt Center cafeteria
facilities, renovation of classrooms
and offices in Van Peursem Hall,
enhancement of campus
landscaping and signage, and
construction of the Bultman Center
for Health, Physical Education and
Intercollegiate Athletics.

The Classic
Fall

1996

Editor
Duane Beeson
(712-737-7116, beeson@nwciowa.edu)
Writers
Duane Beeson
Tamara Fynaardt

Deborah Menning
Contributing Photographers
Tom Becker

Duane Beeson
Rick Mickelson
Rick Sforza
Alumni

Director

Iay wielenga '82

The Classic is published twice a year for
alumni and friends of Northwest em College.
So named because it served what was then
known as the Northwestern
Classical
Academy, The Classic was the school's first
student newspaper, begun in 1891. It has
been an alumni publication since 1930.

3

Smith Hall Gets New Look for Lobby
A summer renovation of the
Smith Hall lobby and the older
portion of the campus cafeteria has
made those areas more compatible
with the cafeteria renovation and
expansion completed in 1993. The
latest renovation includes new

furniture and wall and floor
coverings in the lobby, new
lighting in the lobby and the older
part of the cafeteria, and
remodeling of two private dining
rooms.
This project was funded by a gift

from Jack and Mary DeWitt of
Holland, Mich., who also provided
the leadership gift making the 1993
renovation possible. Architect was
FEH Associates of Sioux City and
the contractor was Hoogendoorn
Construction.

Cottage Becomes Campus Ministry Center
De Vries Cottage, which
previously housed students, now
serves as the campus ministry
center. Located just west of Christ
Chapel, the building houses offices
for the chaplain, student ministries
director, international student
adviser and a secretary. De Vries
received new paint, carpet and
wallpaper over the summer in
preparation for its new occupants.
The house's living room area
will serve as a site for meetings by
groups such as the Student
Ministry Team. With a fireplace

and space for 40 people, it will also
be used frequently as a hospitality
room. "We entertain frequently,
with open houses for academic
departments and receptions for
special guests on campus,"
explains Chaplain Matt Floding.
"The house setting provides a
warm and welcoming atmosphere;
we're looking forward to the impact it will make on our programs."
The offices in Rowenhorst
Student Center which previously
housed the chaplain and student
ministries director now provide

space for the Student Government
Association and yearbook staff.

Northwestern College and
the Department of Music present

Campus ministry offices are now located

in De Vries Cottage, near Christ Chapel.

ICF Scholarships
December 12, 13 & 14, 1996
DeWitt Center dining facilities
7 p.m,
Featuring the Heritage Singers
Dr. Kimberly Utke, Conductor
Tickets, at $15 per person, go on sale Nov. 1 and are available
on a first-come, first-served basis. Call 712-737-7062 or
712-737-7064 for more information. Seating for groups
available.
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Four NWC students have been
awarded major scholarships by the
Iowa College Foundation (ICF).
Senior Kristi (Reimers) Wright,
Boyden, and junior Shane
Gundersen of Council Bluffs are
among 56 upperclassmen at Iowa
independent colleges who will
receive an average of more than
$6,500from Roy J. Carver
Scholarships this year. Freshmen
Jennifer Neuhauser of Pierre, S.D.,
and Linda Reyes, Waterloo, have
been awarded $5,000ICF Minority
Scholarships.

Faculty Active in Scholarship
Barb Turnwall, English, taught
an Iowa Writing Project workshop
in Newton, Iowa, in June.
Jeff and Karen Barker, theatre,
performed at the Reformed
Church in America's Rocky
Mountain High youth event in
July. Jeff's play, Unspoken for Time,
was published this summer by
Dramatic Publishing Company.
Dr. Jackie Smallbones, religion
and Christian education,
conducted a seminar, "Teaching
Adults for Faith," for Christian
education consultants of the
Reformed Church in America. The
session was held at Western
Theological Seminary in August.
Northwestern's art department
was well-represented in an exhibit
of local artists at the RCA General
Synod on campus in June. The
show included two etchings and a
drawing by John Kaericher and
three watercolor paintings by Rein
Vanderhill.
Dr. Kimberly Utke, music, sang
alto with the Mankato State
University Chamber Singers in a
tour of Central Europe and Finland
in June.
Dr. Richard Reitsma, library
director, led a June workshop for
Area Education Agency 4 with his
wife, Margie, on storytelling as a
way to enhance curriculum. His
other summer activities included
presenting a workshop, "The
Relation of Computers and the
Library," at the Christian
Librarians' Association annual
conference in Cedarville, Ohio,
and teaching a course on Dutch
history as part of Central College's
Elderhostel.
Dr. Michael Yoder, sociology,
spoke in June at the annual
meeting of the Association of
Christians Teaching Sociology at
Berry College in Georgia. His
presentation was entitled "Tainted
Money or Tainted Survey: Initial

Results of an Electronic Mail
Survey on Attitudes Toward
Receipt of Tainted Funds and
Granting of Tainted Honors by
Christian Colleges." Two-thirds of
Christian faculty members who
responded to Yoder's survey felt
that "putting the money to good
use" did not justify Christian
colleges receiving major donations
from questionable sources, such as
weapons manufacturers and
persons who had become wealthy
through the alcohol industry.
Faculty were even more concerned
about the granting of major honors
under questionable circumstances
than they were about receiving
donations.
A recent issue of Alces, a journal
dedicated to the study of the
biology and management of
moose, includes three articles on
moose in south-central Montana
by Dr. Fred Van Dyke, biology.
Grant Van Beek '95 was a co-

author of two of them. Van Dyke,
Van Beek and Mike De Boer '94 cowrote a paper, "Winter Range
Plant Production and Elk Use
Following Prescribed Burning,"
published this summer in the
Proceedings of the Symposium on the
Ecological Implications of Fire in
Greater Yellowstone.

NWC on the Web
Check out Northwestern's
horne page on the World Wide
Web. You'll find alumni
information; e-mail directories
for alumni, faculty, staff and
students; press releases; sports
schedules and results;
admissions information; a
campus calendar; and more.
A/so, sign our new guest book!
Htlp:llwww.nwciowa.edu/
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Excellent Faculty/Staff Join NWC Team
Northwestern College has had
another successful year recruiting
full-time faculty and staff.
Dr. Owen Byer has taken a
newly-created position as assistant
professor in the math department.
A graduate of Messiah College,
Byer received his master's and
doctoral degrees from the
University of Delaware. He has six
years of college-level teaching
experience and received the
Baxter-Sloyer Excellence in
Teaching Award from the
University of Delaware in 1995.
New in the foreign languages
department is Assistant Professor
Joel Dykstra. He has been a
teaching assistant at the University
of New Mexico, where he also is
completing his doctorate. He has a
bachelor's degree from Grand
Valley State University and a
master's degree from Michigan
State University. Dykstra replaces
Michael Morris who has accepted a
position at Northern Illinois
University.
Dr. Jeff Ford, a recent graduate
from the doctoral program at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison,
is new in the history department,
filling a one-year position. His
area of specialization is the Reformation, with particular emphasis
on the impact of the Reformation
on the family and law. Ford received
his bachelor's degree and his master's
degree from Indiana UniversityPurdue University-Fort Wayne and
Indiana University-Bloomington,
respectively.
Also filling a position in the
history department while Dr.
Doug Carlson is on sabbatical in
the Washington area is Dan
Holtrop. He is completing his
doctoral work in U.S. foreign
relations and 20th century military
at Indiana UniversityBloomington. His most recent
6

Dr. Owen Byer

Joel Dykstra

teaching experience has been at
Grand Valley State University.
Holtrop is a graduate of Calvin
College and received his master's
degree from Indiana University.
Replacing Dr. Scott Vander
Stoep in the psychology
department is Dr. Doug Trimble.
Trimble has been teaching at
Beaver College. He received his
master's and doctoral degrees
from Temple University; his
bachelor's degree is from Messiah
College. Vander Stoep now
teaches at Calvin College.
Brad Van Kalsbeek '92 is serving
as an instructor in accounting
while Vonda Post is on a faculty
development leave. A CPA, Van
Kalsbeek returns to NWC after
working for three years at
McGladrey and Pullen in Sioux
Falls.
Michael Groen has been hired as
the international student adviser, a
new position. Working closely
with Dr. Lyle VanderWerff,
director of the international
student program, Groen will be
assisting international students in
making adjustments to their new
school and country and teaching
ESL (English as a Second
Language) courses. Groen is a
Calvin College graduate who has
master's degrees in political science
and ESL from the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
Filling a vacancy created by Dr.
Richard Reitsma's appointment as
director of Ramaker Library is Bart

Dr. Doug Trimble

Bart Voskuil

Dan Holtrop

Michael

Groen

Voskuil, Northwestern's new
reference librarian. Voskuil comes
from the University of WisconsinMilwaukee, where he earned his
master's in library and information
services. He has a bachelor's
degree in French from the
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay.
The new residence director of
West Hall, now amen's hall, is Eric
Anderson. He also will have
responsibilities for Courtyard
Village. Anderson has a bachelor's
degree from Taylor University and
an MBA from Ball State University.
Anderson replaces Candyce
Janzen, who moved to
Montgomery, Ala., after being
married this summer.
Bart Gregersen, a Bethel College
(Minn.) graduate with a master's
in counseling and student
personnel from Mankato State
University, is the residence
director of Colenbrander Hall. He
has had residence life experience at
Bethel College and Mankato State.
He is replacing Doug Otto, who
moved to Chicago.
Kara Wright is the residence
director of the recently-constructed

North Hall. She comes to Northwestern as a 1996graduate of
Wheaton College, where she held
several positions in student affairs.
New admissions counselors are
Craig De Haan '91 and Leah
(Sikkema '93) Dykstra. De Haan,
who previously worked at Iowa
State Bank in Orange City, replaces
Giovy Camet '95, who got married
and moved to Sioux City. Dykstra,
who served NWC as an admissions
counselor from 1993-95,is based
out of her home in Milwaukee.
Other new full-time staff members include Marsha (Hiemstra '92)
Bomgaars as financial aid assistant
and Lisa Tesch as maintenance
assistant in the Rowenhorst
Student Center.

Eric Anderson

Bart Gregersen

Leah Dykstra

Craig De Haan

....

Brad Van Kalsbeek

Kara Wright

Marsha Bomgaars

Lisa Tesch

Red Raider Originator
Although the war was over in
the fall of 1945,America still had a
shortage of young men. This
shortage was felt at NWJC where
only 10 coach-less guys suited up
to play basketball. Ray Van Pelt, a
local just returned from three years
in the Pacific theater, was tapped
to coach the team on a part-time
basis if he could get approval from
his employer, the Dunlop Agency.
With a nod from his boss and
from Business Manager Arie
Vander Stoep, Ray coached both
the academy and NWJC teams that
fall. Practices were held in old
Science Hall, but games took place
on the City Hall court. Men on the
teams had never heard of slam
dunks or three-pointers. Because
competition with junior colleges
was hard to find, Ray's team
played such four-year schools as
Buena Vista and Westmar. The
team fared well against the larger
colleges. Ray remembers a game
against Sioux Falls College in
which his five starters all scored in
double digits.
It wasn't the shortage of man

power or competition
that plagued Ray that
fall; it was the team's
lack of identity. Ray
recalls, "The academy
was called the Little
Hawks after the
university team, but
most of the time we
were announced
simply as NWJC. In
More than 50 years after he coined Northwestern's
the service, I had a
athletic nickname, Ray Van Pelt still enjoys following
friend who talked
the Raiders.
constantly about his
college's (Colgate
Ray has recently returned to
University) Red Raiders. After I
Orange City after 18 years of
came home, I continued to follow
his team through the papers. I also retirement in Arkansas. He says
he stayed in touch with
did some research and discovered
Northwestern sports, making
that Red Raiders was not a
several calls to the coaching staff to
common name in college sports.
keep tabs on playoff games and
We had the perfect alibi for
attending games when on vacation
becoming Red Raiders-our
in
Orange City. Now Ray finds
uniforms were red.
seeing
games at the Bultman
"It took awhile to catch on, but
Center a "wonderful experience in
over the years, as new sports and
a fabulous facility." And he must
women's competition were added,
be
just a tiny bit proud when the
they all became Red Raiders. I was
name
Red Raiders rings clearly
pleased since that had been my
over the speaker system.
hope originally."
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by Tamara Fynaardt
Asked what she remembers
about her first year of teaching at
Northwestern
College, biology
professor Dr. Sara Tolsma laughs
and describes vividly a first
semester afternoon when she had
30 freshmen bisecting rats in lab
and a kindergartner
throwing up
in her office. "1 was running back
and forth, pointing out the liver
and the spleen, emptying out my
wastebasket, trying to maintain
some kind of composure, and all
the while 1 kept thinking, 'What if I
get the flu? Who will teach my
classes tomorrow?'"
Now, going
into her second year, Tolsma refers
to her first as "The Big Experiment."
Stress management-a
corporate buzzword of the '90squickly finds its way into the
vocabulary of first-year professors
and students alike at NWC.
Physical education major and
athlete Janna Hoegh says stress
management
is her mantra as she
begins her sophomore year. "It
was so exciting finally being at
college. I was in volleyball in the

fall, and 1 was getting a lot of
playing time. The social life is
amazing. I got caught up in being
away from home and didn't settle
into a routine of studying right
away." Her volleyball coach, Mike
Meyer, smiles when he recalls the
adjustments his freshmen players
have to make when they get to
college. "Yeah, Janna and I sat a
few times in my office going over
her priorities. I told her what I tell
all my freshmen: the football
players are not your priority."

Aft

the

e r

st

Year

Sophomore football player
Adam Boerema said he realizes
now that when his parents told
him to "buckle down right away,"
they knew what they were talking
about. "You get to college, and
suddenly you're the boss. Mom's
not there reminding you
about your homework
and paper due dates."
Boerema says being a
physical education major
is harder than he thought,
and at first he was
overwhelmed
by his class
load, bu t he thinks he will
have a better grip on
things this year. "My
roommate and I fancy
ourselves intellectuals as
well as athletes, so this
In his first year on Northwestern's
faculty, Dr.
year, the SEGA stays'
Michael Medley worked with a group of students to
home
until second
develop a videotaped simulation of the peer review
semester," he says.
process for use in his writing classes.

-
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Dr. Sara Tolsma,

a 1984 NWC graduate,

found that juggling family and first-year
work commitments

was a challenge.

Boerema and his roommate also
have set themselves a movie limit
this year, agreeing to watch no more
than three a week. "Give us time
to do some studying," says Boerema.
Keith Fynaardt, a second-year
professor in the English
department,
had Boerema in a first
semester College Writing class.
Fynaardt remembers Boerema
clearly, so he's pretty sure the
freshman wasn't in his 7:45 a.m.
class because, as he admits, he
doesn't remember much of what
happened before 9 a.m, first
semester. "I'm not a morning
person," laughs Fynaardt,
"especially when I've been up until
2:30 a.m, the night before trying to
get essays graded. When I taught
in graduate school, our advisers
always told us our own class work
came first, then teaching. But here,

stress, but it's exciting, too."
Sophomore accounting major
gives the due dates the
Doreen Bundt says, "You have to
first day, and you think
go through the first year; that's
you have plenty of time
how you figure things out. You
before that paper is due.
Then the due date's two
days away, and you're up
all night, getting more
and more tired." And
then the cold and flu
germs that have been
hiding in the corners of
your dorm room find
your weakened body,
On their own for the first time, freshmen have to find and you're the one trying
the right balance between relationships, schoolwork,
to find the wastebasket.
and other responsibilities.
All second-year
learn how to manage your time
teaching is my number one
veterans say there is no avoiding
responsibly, and once you get your
it;
everyone
has
to
endure
the
first
priority, so load up on the caffeine
head above water, you look
year. "It doesn't end there," says
because those essays have to be
around and find out this is a great
Fynaardt, "life is full of new
graded corne tomorrow morning."
place to learn, live and grow."
Dr. Adrienne Forgette, assistant
beginnings, and there's always
professor of psychology, says the
best thing about going into her
second year is that this time
WANTED:
around she has some lecture notes
to work from instead of starting
from scratch for each class. "Last
year I'd get horne, make dinner,
put my kids to bed, and then work
How are endowed scholarship grants made possible?
on the next day's classes. The
Endowed
whole first year went so fast, and
scholarships are
there didn't seem to be enough
provided through the
time to do justice to everything."
generosity of
Tolsma, also a working morn,
individuals who are
concurs, "Managing work and
concerned about the
motherhood brought out the worst
future of Northwestern
in my organizational skills.
College and recognize
Normally I'm the person with my
the importance that
work done four days before the
financial aid plays in
deadline, but I'd get to my
attracting quality
computer by 10 p.m. and think, 'I
students to our campus.
might go crazy if I don't fall asleep
Endowed scholarships
first.'"
are funded through
Sophomore Christian education!
specified will bequests
religion major Monica Schaap says
and cash contributions
she had difficulty finding time for
or a combination of the
sleep, too. "There's so much going
two.
on, people everywhere, always a
lf you would be interested in obtaining more information
gab session in the dorms. And the
about establishing an endowed scholarship, contact Cornie
homework is different than in high
Wassink, Director of Planned Giving, Northwestern College,
school because there you have
101 7th St. SW, Orange City, 1A51041, (712) 737-7106.
daily assignments and due dates.
In college the professor

"Once you get your
head above water,
you look around and
find out this is a
great place to learn,
live and grow."

Bright, Articulate Students to
Apply for Endowed Student Grants
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TALKIN'
'BOUT
OUR
GENERATION
1995 alumni defy
"Gen X" stereotypes
by Tamara Fynaardt
Deb Van Leeuwen credits a fellow NWC alum
for helping her find her first job after
graduation.

"Generation X," a label used for
anyone from 14 to 34, has come to
connote such vices as laziness,
disinterest and self-centeredness.
A recent New York Times article
laments the fact that Generation Xers are decidedly less interested in
public life than earlier generations.
And the media presents X-ers as
tattooed, pierced, unemployed and
angst-ridden.
Right smack in the middle of
Generation X is 24-year-old Deb
Van Leeuwen, a 1995graduate of
Northwestern College. Van
Leeuwen lives in Sioux Falls and is
an accountant for University
Physicians. After graduating with
a double major in accounting and
business administration, she says
the tight job market shattered any
illusions she might have had about
being handed a job just because
she had a college degree.
"Finding a job was harder than I
thought," she says, "but I kept
10

looking and talked to any
Northwestern alum I could find
about available positions." Finally
her networking paid off, and Van
Leeuwen says she's enjoying the
beginning of her career. If there is
any dissatisfaction, it is the fact
that there are no devotions in the
mornings at her workplace. "I
know it's unrealistic to expect
that," she says, "but when I did
work-study at Northwestern, we
frequently had devotions together.
It saddens me to think I might
never have a job again where I
pray with my colleagues."
X-erJoel Kraai worked for a
temp agency for three months after
moving to Denver before landing a
job with HHL Financial Services, a
billing agency. The math/business
administration major says he misses
the college environment because
he enjoyed the challenge of always
learning new things in class. But
being in the work force carries its

own challenges. Kraai says at first
he was intimidated by some of the
liberal beliefs and lifestyles of his
colleagues. "I work next to
practicing homosexuals, and some
of my colleagues live with their
boyfriends or girlfriends. But I
know that instead of avoiding
people who don't believe the same
things I do, it's my responsibility
to look for opportunities to share
my faith with everyone, not just
people I'm comfortable with."
Chad Noble says that happy
hour is the "thing to do" for
Generation X-ers at his workplace
in St. Paul, Minn., where he is an
actuarial assistant. Because Noble
doesn't drink, this has made it
hard to find colleagues to socialize
with. "I like sports, though," he
says, "so I joined every city league
I could find." Noble admits he's
been lonely in the Twin Cities at
times, and making friends isn't as
easy as it was in college. "You

"It's my responsibility to look for opportunities to share my faith with
everyone, not just people I'm comfortable with."
have to be much more intentional
about making friends," says Noble.
And when his colleagues invite
him to happy hour, he invites them
to church.
After graduation, Marne
Hutchcraft moved to Seattle with
two classmates. All three went
without job prospects and worked
temporary jobs the first three
months. Now Hutchcraft, a
history / secondary education
major, substitute teaches at high
schools in Seattle and works at a
bakery on the beach. She says
Northwestern provided her with a
solid foundation, and now she is
building on that. "Moving out
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here I became aware of so many
different worldviews," she says.
"My faith has grown tremendously
because I'm challenged more than
ever to witness through my
lifestyle. I can't assume everyone
is coming from the same spiritual
direction like I could at
Northwestern."
Witnessing through her lifestyle
is what Stacey (Town) Erickson
tries to do as well in her job as
advertising director at KQWC, a
radio station in Ames, Iowa. She
admits, "Working for a nonChristian management is harder
than I thought. Our priorities
don't match up. At the top of their
priority list is work, and while
work is important to me too, it's
not what life is all about."
Erickson says one of the things she

realizes now about being a
from being a decent, moral role
Christian witness is that it's up to
model for my students." Douma
her. "At Northwestern there's a lot says he also takes seriously his role
of guidance helping you figure out within the small community of
how to incorporate your faith in
Sanborn where he lives. "If you
other areas, but now I have to
don't act responsibly when you're
figure that out by myself."
a teacher in the community, your
Michael Vande Brake, a staff
students will find out about it."
accountant with Williams and
Generation X-ers? If age is a
Company in Onawa, Iowa, says he determinant, then all '95
is figuring things out by himself,
Northwestern graduates fit the
too. The accounting/business
description. But the adjectives that
administration major with hopes
describe them-hard-working,
of owning his own business
devoted, decent, spiritual-may
someday says, "Northwestern
help to change the stereotypes
fostered in me the desire to live
associated with this generation of
like a Christian, and they provided
young people.
a lot of support and help along the
"In the same way, let your light
way. I am growing even more as a shine before men, that they may see
Christian now," he says, "because I your good deeds and praise your
have to make it a personal priority
Father in heaven." (Matthew 5:16)
to act out my beliefs
every day-and there
isn't a lot of support in
the 'real world.:" This
Generation X member
says one way he acts
out his beliefs is by
tithing to his new
church. "I've never
done that before," he
says, "and it kind of
surprised me that I felt
that responsibility so
strongly."
In addition to his
colleagues, health and
physical education
teacher Ross Douma
also has an audience of
middle schoolers,
football and basketball
players, and an entire
community. "In the
public school
environment there are
guidelines limiting our
speech about religious
Ross Douma interacts with boys at a summer basketball
topics," he says. "But camp. A teacher/coach, he takes seriously his
responsibility to be a role model in Sanborn, Iowa.
no one can stop me
11

fter a year of grading students'
testsand papers, Northwestern's
first-year teachers themselves
received a report card. Evaluated
by their principals this spring for
the Northwestern teacher
education program, '95 NWC
education graduates earned a B+
average, 4.57 on a scale of 5
(superior) to 1 (poor), in overall
success as first-year teachers.

A

The graduates' highest scores
were in professional attitude (4.86)
and ability to relate to students
(4.67). Other scores were a 4.43 in
classroom management, and 4.38
in both knowledge of subject
matter and teaching skills.
Well over two-thirds of the
respondents penned comments on
the evaluation sheets, writing such
things as, "If she is a reflection of
the kind of teachers your program
puts out, we would definitely be
interested in hiring more
graduates of Northwestern," "She

Good
Report
Card
First-year teachers
get high ratings
Principals commended
Northwestern's
education program for the amount of practical experience future teachers receive.

is obviously concerned about
young people as her desire to
improve is constant. She is

positive, enthusiastic and willing
to go the extra mile for her
students," and "He has really
added to our staff. His
professionalism in handling of
students is excellent. He is very

Aft e r
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conscientious and interested in his
students' success."
Also: "She has shown great
strength in her ability to adjust her
teaching strategies to meet the
needs of all the children, to work
with parents, to collaborate with
staff and administration, and to
contribute to the development of
curriculum," "She came to us with
excellent skills and ability. Her
performance was outstanding,"
and "He has done an exceptional
job this year. He provides us with
leadership even though he is a
young teacher."

Alumna Succeeds with Naughty Class
When Julie (De Blauw '95) Born
was offered the sixth grade teaching position at Redlands, Calif.,
Christian School, she was advised
to sit in on the class she'd be
teaching before making a decision.
"We want you to know what
you're getting into," the principal
told her, referring to a group of
kids who were known as "naughty."
At the start of the school year,
some of the sixth graders even told
her, "You haven't seen how bad
we can get." Julie realized quickly
that the youngsters had a lot of
energy. By keeping them active
and using positive reinforcement,
she was able to successfully handle
12

this class with the bad reputation.
Principal Ray Leenstra praises
Julie's efforts and accomplishments. "This young lady has done
what no other in our system has
been able to do, take a not so nice
group of youngsters and love them
unconditionally. She has done a
super job, excellent in every way!"
Julie reflects, "With sixth
graders, you have to earn their
love and respect; you don't get it
automatically. I tried to get to
know them as persons, learn their
likes and dislikes, by eating with
them and visiting one-an-one."
She says following through with
discipline while still forgiving

them was another key.
Julie, pictured With some of her
students on the cover, took to heart
her Northwestern professors'
admonition to keep learning.
"One of the things they
emphasized was that we shouldn't
be afraid to ask others for advice. I
talked a lot to other teachers."
Of her Northwestern education,
she says, "I was well prepared.
They did a great job."
Now in her second year at
Redlands Christian, Julie has a
class with a nicer reputation. But,
she says of her inaugural class, "I'll
always have fond memories of
them. They were fun."

•
STUDENT

PROFILES

Student Answers SOS from Africa
Roberta Van Milligan's crosscultural experience

this summer began

the moment she stepped on a Youth
With a Mission ship. The 400 people
on board the ship, anchored in South
Africa, represented 55 nations.
.
"My friends were from all over the
world. It was really neat to have so
many different people from so far
away, all in one place for one
purpose."
The purpose was to evangelize and
minister to people in South Africa and
Madagascar through a medical
outreach. The mission team included
surgeons who performed
reconstructive

open for surgeries but 2,000 people
carne, from all over Madagascar.
Some had quit their jobs so they could
take their kids there. Some had
cancerous tumors and couldn't be

treated. It was hard to see them so
disappointed; their hopes were totally
crushed. We prayed with those who
had been rejected. After we prayed,
we could tell they felt more peace."

surgeries on people

who had tumors and cleft lips and
palates.
Roberta, one of 16 Northwestern
students who volunteered with
mission agencies through the Summer
of Service (50S) program, experienced
her toughest day when she was
involved in the surgery-screening
process. "There were only 300 slots

Roberta Van Milligan, left, spent much of
the summer aboard a Youth With a Mission
ship in South Africa and Madagascar.

Mr. Van Engelenhoven
Escorting Gerald Ford, meeting
President Clinton and observing
parties at the White House were all
part of BenVanEngelenhoven's summer.
Ben, a senior international

business

and public relations major from
Orange City, interned in the House of
Representatives Sergeant of Arms'
Office, which is charged with the
protection of all 435 representatives.
Ben relates, "It's amazing to me how
many daily threats are made on their
lives. When a threat came in, the
congressperson

notified our office and

we coordinated efforts with the
representative's

home police force.

II

When President Clinton and Al
Gore made their monthly visit to
Congress, Ben was "standing post"
with Secret Service personnel. He says
he wasn't handed a gun nor did he
expect to become a human shield for
the two, but he did see the awesome
pressure of watching over their lives.

Other responsibilities included

Roberta, an elementary education
major from South Holland, Ill.,
worked mainly in the ship's kitchen,
but she also enjoyed many
opportunities to be with children. She
volunteered in the ship's daycare and
preschool and, after they arrived in
Madagascar, visited an orphanage and
spent a lot of time with street kids.
The children, ages 5-13, live in the
market and beg for money. One boy
she got to know had been left by his
mother when he was 5 or 6 because
she married a man who already had
kids and didn't want any more.
Despite their humble situation, the
street children had a joy in them that
astonished Roberta. "You'd give the
kids a smile and their eyes would just
light up."
Roberta says her trip was a
wonderful experience that taught her
to give thanks in all circumstances.
"The people there have so little, but
they are thankful for it and generous
in sharing it."

Goes to Washington

shuttling representatives attending a
party on the west lawn of the White
House back to the capitol to complete
voting for the week, going to Admiral
Boorda's funeral, and attending a
Memorial Day concert with Colin
Powell and Burt Reynolds.
Ben returned to Orange City in June

but [don't
agree. It
all goes
hand-inhand. It's
hard forme
to see how
legislators

as a Northwestern

can make
decisions
on a given

representative

attending the Reformed Church in
America'sGeneraISynod. This provided
interesting opportunities for him back
in Washington. Ben says, "People
asked me repeatedly what went on at
Synod. It opened doors for sharing
my faith and beliefs. One of the big
things I saw is that it would be tough
to be a Christian in the political arena."
Despite this observation,

Ben's time

in Washington confirmed to him that
he would like to run for office
someday. He reflects, "The world
may think there's a separation
between church and state and therefore between Christianity and politics,

bill without praying
about it.
When you
have that
much
respon-

Meeting President Clinton
was a highlight of Ben Van
Engelenhoven's
summer.
Photo courtesy of the White House.

sibility, how can you not look to God?"
Ben says he learned a lot this
summer about politics, government
and professionalism.
He concludes,
"This internship was a dream come

true. I can't imagine doing something
more fun with my summer."
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Spike Lee is a diehard New York
Knicks fan, and Jack Nicholson is a
diehard L.A. Lakers fan, but
probably neither one ever brought
produce from their own garden to
the coach, and no Mrs. Lee or Mrs.
Nicholson ever showed up with
horne-baked cupcakes at the locker
room after a game. Only the
Northwestern athletic program is
lucky enough to receive this kind
of attention from two special
Raider fans, Paul and Lois De Jong.
At Northwestern's first horne
football game this fall, the De
Jongs received a national award
for their tireless efforts on behalf of
Northwestern athletics. Paul was
named the recipient of the 1996
NAIA Sears DieHard Fan Award.
"This is the first year Sears is
giving out this type of award, and
already Northwestern fans are on
the map because of Paul and Lois,"
said Bill Boote, Northwestern's

"Paul and Lois work
hard to build personal
relationships with the
student-athletes at
North wes tern."
sports information director.
"Northwestern is in good
company," said Boote, referring to
the three winners in the NCAA,
representing the University of
Southern California (Division I),
Western State of Colorado
(Division II), and Calvin College
(Division III).
Boote coordinated the college's
nomination of Paul. The
nomination included a
recommendation from Ray Nacke,
the head basketball coach at Briar
Cliff College, whom Paul
befriended 22 years ago by visiting
Nacke in the hospital following his
heart attack .. Nacke wrote, "That
surprise visit from a fan of an arch14

SUPERFAM
Raider supporter wins national award
by Tamara Fynaardt
rival began a long friendship that
continues to this day." Except
during games where the two teams
match up, of course.
Paul can still remember the first
Northwestern basketball game he
attended with his parents. It was
back in 1946or '47 when
Northwestern was a junior college
and the team played in the old
City Hall. Later, when Paul
returned from the Army and
started farming, as soon as fall
harvest was over, he filled his
nights volunteering to drive the
basketball players to away games.
Paul's love of sports started at
Maurice High School where he
lettered in basketball. His wife,
Lois, wasn't an athlete in high
school herself, but she says that
even though she didn't play, she
knew she loved sports and wanted
to marry either a coach or a farmer.
"I guess with Paull got a little of
both," she says.
The De longs have made
supporting Northwestern athletics
part of their lives. Paul was on the
original Raider Rooter board and
still serves today, providing meals
for athletes and their families,
sitting at the booster club table
during games, and staffing the
annual Raider Rooter tent during
the Tulip Festival, sometimes as
much as 15 hours a day. "I have to
work around getting my beans and
corn in," says Paul, "but 1can
usually find the time to do my part."
Raider Rooter President Dr. .
Dave Mulder says, "The De Jongs
are at almost all the games. They

try to help with things that need
doing-behind-the-scenes things
for the booster club, making sure
the coaches' spouses and kids are
OK-anything that makes the
occasion better for the athletes,
coaches and college." Adds
Orange City Mayor Don Vander
Stoep, "Paul is just like your good
old DieHard battery. He's under
the hood, not a hood ornament.

"Paul is just like your
good old DieHard
battery, ready to get
things started."
He's ready to get things started
and always supplies that special
spark that makes the difference in
the day-to-day lives of athletes and
coaches."

The De [ongs find that farming
and supporting Northwestern
athletics go hand-in-hand. Paul
works fall harves t around the
football and volleyball seasons,
and if he can't fit a game in, Lois
goes by herself. Game attendance
isn't the only support the De Jongs
provide for Northwestern's
athletic program. Head Football
Coach Orv Otten recalls finding a
basket of tomatoes on his back
steps on more than one occasion,
and Laura Rowedder, head athletic
trainer, once found a package of
steaks on her desk with a note
from Paul saying, "Take some time
to eat a sit-down meal instead of
eating at your desk every day."

t
,I

Players also recall mealtime at
cupcakesl'" And according to
down-to-earth kids, and they play
the De [ongs'. Mitch Bengard 75,
Lois, if the 100 points happens in a clean and make for exciting
a running back on the 1973
win over Dordt or Briar Cliff,
games most of the time. Lois
national championship
admits, though, that they
football team, remembers
may be a little biased.
burgers and peach pie at
The De Jongs don't
the De Jong farm. Paul
stop with the players but
recalls, "Denny Caryl,
make a point to meet
Coach Korver's assistant,
and establish
called late one afternoon
relationships with the
and asked if he could
players' parents as well.
bring a few homesick
Paul says the parents
football players over for
aren't hard to pick out;
dinner-a few turned out
he just looks for people
to be about 25." This was
in the crowd who are
before microwaves, and
shifting nervously in
the De Jongs had to thaw
their seats when the kids
out the hamburger in
are on the floor.
pans of hot water. Also,
For Paul and Lois,
fortunately, they just
their favorite part of
happened to have five
being involved with
dozen buns laying
Raider athletes is when
around. Paul grilled the
former athletes find them
burgers, and Lois made a
at games and reminisce
half-dozen peach pies.
about sports seasons of
"The burgers were
the past. Paul remarks
probably a little red in the
tha t some of the athIetes
middle," laughs Paul,
will even drive out to the
"but I doubt any of those
De Jong farm years later
players noticed. They
with their families. They
were so hungry, they
get out of the car, extend
would've eaten anything
their hands, and ask,
that didn't move out of
"Do you remember me?"
the way."
Paul says most of the
Memories include
time he and Lois do
other meals served with
remember, and then
friends Marv and Jan Van
they throw a few more
Bruggen and having
burgers on the grill
senior athIetes and their
and thaw out another
For being named the 1996 NAIA Sears DieHard Fan Award
parents to their home for
peach pie.
recipient, Paul De Jong and his wife, Lois, have won a trip to
cookouts. Another edible the NCAA Final Four in Syracuse, N.Y., next year.
tradition instituted by the
De Jongs along with the Van
"Then they get cream-filled
Bruggensiscupcakesforthe
Want to check on a Red
cupcakes. "
basketball teams if they score over
Raider score or find out game
"Paul and Lois work hard to
100 points. Todd Barry, head
highlights? Northwestern's
build personal relationships with
men's basketball coach, says, "You the student-athletes at
sports information office
wouldn't think this would be very
Northwestern, and the players
operates a pre-recorded
important to the team, but you can really appreciate them," says
sports hotline phone number
hear the rumble on the bench
Barry. The De Jongs think
with the latest Raider news.
when we get into the high '90s,
Northwestern athletes are simply a
Call it any time day or night.
and the players start saying, 'Hey,
step above many other college
712-737-7202
let's score one more for the
athletes because they're nice,

Raider News
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The

T
of Life
by Deborah Menning
Not surprisingly, one of Dr.
Marc Wooldridge's first words
was "music." This may well have
been a self-prophetic utterance or a
Divine chuckle. Although his
parents aren't musically inclined,
Northwestern's resident percussionist performed well when, at
age five, he began piano lessons at
a preparatory studio sponsored by
the Cleveland Institute of Music.
This was the first note on the
composition of his life, one that
would lead him to an abiding love
for music and for God.
Since Marc could clap along in
perfect rhythm with songs from
toddlerhood, it was only natural
that he chose percussion when it
came time to join the band. Today
he says, "A drum player has to be
astute and agile. Percussion
offered me the challenge of
diversity and variety."
Marc began college at Ohio State
University, where he enjoyed
theory classes and began to compose
his own work as an accompanist
for the university's dance studio.
When he transferred to Indiana
University, he switched majors
from musical composition to
percussion performance, earning a
bachelor's degree. Because his
parents had moved to Buffalo,
Marc followed, enrolling at the
State University of New York
(SUNY)to pursue further studies.
At SUNY he carne under the
16

influence of avant garde
percussionist Jan Williams.
Marc asked Williams at their
first lesson what career
•
options were open to him.
Marc recalls, "At the end of
his list he said, 'Of course,
you could put together an
ensemble.' Walking out of
Williams' office that day was
a turning point. There stood
a friend with whom I spoke
about the idea. We ended
up forming the Maelstrom
Percussion Quartet. Because
we brought in other
musicians from time to time,
we changed the quartet to an
ensemble."
During its inception year,
1982,Maelstrom sought
visibility by playing at
professional conferences. In
the summer of '83, the group
found themselves as artistsin-residence at the Charles
Composer of more than 10 pieces, Assistant
Ives Center for New Music
Professor Marc Wooldridge leads Northwestern's
Percussion Ensemble and frequently performs
in Connecticut. The
solos.
ensemble gave 40
performances for New York's
earn a PhD. but SUNY didn't offer
Lincoln Center for the Arts in
that degree for percussion. He
Education. Their success meant
switched fully to theory. Looking
that they all were indeed
back on this decision, he says,
supporting themselves quite well
"Although I didn't know the Lord
through performance.
at the time, it's evident to me now
While performing, Marc worked
that he had a hand in this."
his way through a Master of Fine
While Marc continued his studies,
Arts degree from SUNY as well as
he performed, composed, and
a master's in theory. He wanted to became involved in several

•
exciting projects. Marc composed
Ace Funk to accompany Jam Vafai's
film centering on Andy Warhol's
painting 100 Cans. Sculpture Court
provides musical interest for
Vafai' s movie of Jackson Pollock's
painting Convergence.
During the seven years of the
ensemble's existence, Marc served
as its executive director, writing
over 35 grants totaling $96,500and
directing an annual budget of
$80,000. In the midst of this
maelstrom of activity, Marc met an
undergraduate at the University of
Buffalo. Dori was a believer, but
did not attend church. Marc
describes his faith experience to
this point by relating, "My parents
were agnostics. If a thing wasn't
provable by science, it didn't exist
for them. Since I didn't know that
there was a way to prove God, I
didn't concern myself with it."
Again God intervened. Dori
recommitted her life to Christ and
prayed that Marc's heart would be
open to the gospel. The next
Sunday, Marc attended church
with her, intending to learn more
about this thing in which Dori had
taken such an interest. He
explains, "After only two weeks of
hearing the gospel presented very
articulately and attending a class
that hit on the fundamentals, I
knew in my heart that it was all
true. I made a child-like
profession of faith. I didn't have
all the answers yet, but over the
next few years I was blessed with
excellent mentors who helped me
fill in the pieces of the puzzle."
The next year, Marc and Dori
were married, and Marc elected to
drop out of Maelstrom to focus on
his dissertation and to have more
time with his new wife.
He completed his doctorate in
1992, the year he joined
Northwestern's faculty. Marc says,
"I love teaching here. The
students, faculty and community
are great. I thought Buffalo had

cultural variety, but I didn't know
any farmers or mechanics there.
I'm getting to know people from
all walks of life while still having a
wealth of opportunities to
perform."
Marc encourages himself and
his students to find ways to make
faith come alive. He wants his
students to learn that being a
music professional is a ministry no
matter what field of music they
choose to enter. When his
Percussion Ensemble performs,
they share that they hope their
performance will glorify God
while uplifting the audience. Marc

Blast

believes that in doing this, "We are
fulfilling the two greatest
commandments, loving God and
loving our neighbors."
This fall Marc has begun working
with the student Worship Team
and serving as coordinator of institutional assessment. He concludes,
"It's exciting to be continually
growing. Just as a musician can
never practice enough, Northwestern must always be in process
with goals to strive toward. As
society changes around us, it's
inherent that we must change to
maintain our vision of being a
premiere Christian college."

from the

Past

Members of the 1971-72 Northwestern
College Marching Band, including
drummer Bruce Alderink '74, enjoy a light moment before presenting their
halftime show.

The Marching Band began with 30 members in 1961when Dr.
Herb Ritsema joined the music faculty. The unit, which had grown
to 70 instrumentalists and a 12-member flag corps, was disbanded
in 1981when Ritsema went on a one-year sabbatical.
Ritsema recalls that, in the first year, the marchers wore blazersred for men and white for women. An anonymous donor provided
funds for uniforms in 1962.
The Marching Band performed at all home and occasional away
football games. The group also marched at Homecoming and Tulip
Festival parades.
17
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WORLD VIEW
International travels impact economist's teaching
by Deborah Menning
Traveling throughout the Pacific
as an Air Force navigator, serving
as a program economist for the
U.S. government in Pakistan,
working as an economist for Saudi
Arabia, and teaching economics in
Poland, Dr. Darwin Wassink '54, a
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
professor of economics, has encountered many opportunities that
have brought greater depth to his
knowledgeofinternationaleconomics,
politics, education and religion.
Darwin relates, "In graduate
school I became interested in why
some countries developed and
others didn't. After teaching for
awhile, I felt I needed firsthand
experience to inform my teaching.
My interest in foreign travel also
has focused on the idea tha t if I
was going to help people in underdeveloped countries, I needed to
know more about them."
In 1985,Darwin taught at
Tokyo's Sophia University. He
spent 1991-92in Malaysia. His
most recent international
experience came last fall when he
was appointed as a Fulbright
lecturer at Jagiellonian University
in Krakow. After attending the
Polish institution's 632nd
convocation, he realized that there
were many unique features to this
oldest of European universities.
He was first struck by its
organization-the European model
which provides a five-year
master's degree program rather
than a bachelor's degree. Darwin
continues, 'This system is the
ultimate in 'unstructured.'
Students attend lectures as they
please because earning a degree
depends largely on the final thesis
18

rather than on course work. I had
no idea how many students were
taking my courses for credit or
simply auditing.
"A key difference for me in
Poland was that English is not
universally understood. Because
Poles were required to study
Russian until 1990,only two other
faculty members in my department
spoke English. The language

Up ClOSE
DARWiN WAssiNk
Education: B.A., the University
of Minnesota, M.A. and PhD.
from Stanford University.
Research: Author of many
articles in such publications as
The International Trade Journal,
Journal of Asian Economics and
Journal of Economics.
Previous Employment:
Assistant professor of
economics, University of Iowa.
Family: Wife, Marilyn; one son;
one daughter.
Church Affiliation:
Presbyterian.
Community Service: Eau Claire
Habitat For Humanity.
barrier prevented me from
determining how well students
understood my classes. It also
contributed to a feeling of personal
isolation that I had not experienced
in other countries."
Crediting Northwestern for
reinforcing his faith, Darwin has
tuned in to religious practices in
each of the countries he's visited.
Much of his foreign experience
came in the Islamic countries of
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and
Malaysia. Darwin explains his
perspective on faith in these places

by saying, "Although Malays are
not allowed to be Christians, the
Chinese and aboriginal
populations are. The government
there seeks a moderate approach.
In 1960sPakistan, many of my
educated friends felt free to say
that Christians were' of the book'
and thus quite acceptable. They
can't be so open today."
When Darwin moved his family
to Saudi Arabia in 1975,he
expected to spend several years
there working within the Saudi
finance ministry. Among the first
foreigners to be allowed residence
in the country's capital, the
Wassinks found living in Saudi
Arabia quite difficult and stayed
only one year. From his current
reading, Darwin believes that
things he observed in the mid-70s
parallel Saudi life today.
"As Christians we had many
restrictions placed on us," Darwin
explains. "Although an American
general put pressure on the Saudi
government so that we could
worship together, after we left, this
was disallowed. The nondenominational congregation we
attended broke into small groups
meeting in homes. The government simply does not want the
Saudis to see a Christian witness."
While in Japan, Darwin's work
at a Catholic university put him in
touch with many Christians, but he
believes this is not representative
of the general popula tion. Poland,
on the other hand, is 95 percent
Catholic. Darwin asserts, "The
church has played a major role in
Polish history. After the break up
of the Soviet Bloc,mass was very
well attended. In the most recent
presidential election, however, the

Dr. Darwin Wassink has been a member of the economics faculty at the University
Wisconsin-Eau Claire since 1976. He spent the 1995 fall semester in Poland as a
Fulbright lecturer.

church pushed for Lech Walesa,
who lost. It appears that Poles
don't allow the church to interfere
with their political views."
Darwin returned from Poland
with a solid grasp on the country's
economic pulse. He was surprised
to find Krakow and Warsaw more
similar to Western European cities
and more affluent than he had

expected. On the other hand,
Poland's textile industry has
collapsed, and most Poles are
farmers who do their work by
hand and horse.
He notes, "In an open market,
competing with European
agriculture, the Polish farmer

of

suffers. This is one reason rural
areas voted Communist recently.
They feel they were better off
under the socialist system.
"Although textile workers and
farmers don't see many advantages
to market capitalism, other groups
benefited from Solidarity. Today
the Polish government moves
more slowly toward privatization,
but it sees the importance of continuing toward market capitalism
because the former system was a
failure. The economic situation in
Poland is much better than in the
old U.S.5.R. The Polish economy
has grown and there is much less
unemployment."
According to Darwin,
economists are engaged in a
debate as to whether or not the
economic "shock treatment" used
in Poland in the early '90s is better
than the gradual transition to
capitalism that is now occurring in
China. Darwin believes the
gradual move was not possible in
Poland. In all, he concludes, "Most
economists agree that market
capitalism has proven itself as the
best economic system."
During the Fulbright
lectureship, Darwin visited
Auschwitz and the Krakow ghetto.
He feels the impressions he received
at these places are the most lasting
images of his Polish experience.
He reflects, "I came to a full recognition of how truly horrible that
moment in history was. It brought
it all home to me in a new way."
Attuned to history, economics
and faith, Darwin seeks to convey
to his students that they must
think beyond their own situations
to recognize that there are any
number of differing worldviews.
He also stresses that Americans,
quite affluent compared to other
world citizens, should address
their responsibility to help those
who are not similarly blessed.

IT'S COMING!
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Kevin Alons '91 and his father, Dwayne
Guard.

PROFILE

'68, are F-16 pilots with the Air National

Like Father, Like Son
by Deborah Menning
If you ask Col. Dwayne Alons
'68 or Capt. Kevin Alons '91 where
they fly, they could say they have
been all over the chart (pilot lingo
for map), but their most likely
heart response would be, "Under
His wings." This father-son pilot
duo has a long record of service to
their country coupled with a deep
trust in their Lord.
Graduating in the midst of the
Vietnam conflict meant that
Dwayne had Uncle Sam knocking
at his door. He decided to put his
Northwestern degree to use by
seeking officer candidacy. He
jokes, "I chose the Air Force
because a concrete landing strip
looked better to me than a Navy
ship deck." He also decided that
he'd rather be in charge of the
plane than navigate it and that
20

flying over a battlefield would be
preferable to fighting on it.
Dwayne sees an irony in his Air
Force duty. "Although I never saw
Vietnam, the war had a positive
influence on my life by leading me
into flying. I also believe the Lord
had a special hand in my
experience. In the summer of 1971,
my group was headed to Thailand
to supply air support to the
ground troops. Five of our class
were diverted to Germany, and I
was one of them."
Dwayne says his whole time in
the Air Force was a period of
spiritual growth. While stationed
in Tucson, he and his wife, Clarice
(Ahlers '68), attended Tucson
Reformed Church. He remembers,
"We were exposed there to
praying for all our needs, not just

the big things. We learned that
God was there for us in the day-today events of life. The turning
point for me was in Germany. I
began to realize all that God has
done for us, and I also began to
pray about my career. Lo and
behold, my name wasn't on the
full commission list to stay with
the Air Force, but they were
offering front-line pilots an early
out. I felt this was the Lord
leading me."
Dwayne returned to his family
farm near Hull. He found that a
farming schedule would be
compatible with serving in the Air
National Guard, so he joined the
unit based in Sioux City. Recently
he was promoted to the rank of
colonel and named state director of
operations with oversight for

Guard units in Sioux City and Des
Moines.
It was in this capacity that he
went to Turkey last March to
observe the combat readiness of
Sioux City's 185th Fighter Wing.
This was his first experience of
overseas duty working with his
son, Kevin, who has followed him
into a career in the Air Guard.
Although Dwayne never pushed
Kevin toward flying and thought
his son's interests lay more in the

Up ClOSE
DWAyNE AloNS

FAMILY: Wife: Clarice;
Children: Kevin, Kyle,
Kristine, Karena.
CHURCH: Christ Community
Evangelical Free Church,
Sioux Center.
INTERESTS: Computers; the
Internet; fishing; family time.
KEViN A!ONS

FAMILY: Wife: Ngu; Children:
Ashley, Andrew.
CHURCH: Bible Baptist,
Morningside.
INTERESTS: Computer
consulting, Advanced
Networking Source Inc.:
restoring old cars;
woodworking; family time.
area of mechanics, Kevin always
had flying in the back of his mind.
He relates, "When we lived in
Germany, I was always making
toy airplanes for friends and
myself. I'm a hands-on person,
and on the farm, the types of
things I could get my hands on
were go-carts or rebuilding my
three-wheeler after it blew up. The
desire was there to fly, but the
opportunity wasn't. When it
arose, I took advantage of it."
Thinking it would be a good
way to earn money toward college,

Kevin had joined the Air Guard in
for open hostilities. I knew, as I do
a mechanic's position while still in
in any situation, that He will care
high school. Dwayne recalls his
for my family."
Both Kevin and Dwayne feel
feelings when Kevin decided to go
to pilot school. "Inside I felt it was
that being in the Air Guard has
quite an honor that my son wanted given them unique opportunities
to share their faith. Dwayne says,
to follow in my steps. I knew he'd
"As a Christian, I've been met with
be up against hard work, but I felt
acceptance
in the Guard. I can't
he was actually more capable and
say that I've ever been ribbed or
had a better background going in
ridiculed. As a matter of fact, I've
than I had."
found that men look to me for
Kevin's background included a
leadership
in this area. Recently
double major in math and
Congressman Tom Latham came
computer science from
down for a backseat F-16 ride and
Northwestern and mechanical
for the unveiling of the unit's
work on jet engines. For Kevin,
Golden F-16. At lunch, they
the hardest work in becoming an
realized they had forgotten to
F-16 fighter pilot was the "17 days
of agony" he spent at land survival include a chaplain, so I was asked
to pray. I felt honored that they
school. He relates, "They teach
would look to me."
you to survive off the land like
Kevin has found that his job
Scott O'Grady did when he was
opens doors for witnessing. He
shot down over Bosnia as well as
says, "I've actually had more
how to survive as a prisoner of
chances with civilians. They tend
war. "
to respect my position in the
Having weathered all the perils
Guard, and that has given me
of flying at twice the speed of
opportunities to share my faith
sound, Kevin returned to his
that I probably wouldn't have had
original unit, the 185th in Sioux
if I wasn't an F-16 pilot."
City, as a mission-ready fighter
Kevin speaks for himself and his
pilot. It was in this capacity that
father when he sums up, "1want
he flew to Turkey last March to
to glorify God in all that I do."
patrol the no-fly zone near Iraq
while his dad observed the
unit.
Asked about what it's like
to work with his dad, Kevin
explains, "It was neat to have
Dad there in Turkey. We
were able to support each
other in a unique and
difficult overseas setting.
We're very transparent with
each other. Being in an atrisk situation, it was very
special to have Dad on hand.
I would also have to say that Kevin and Dwayne Alons were the first father!
my faith in God undergirded son pilot duo in the Sioux City-based 185th
Fighter Wing of the Air National Guard. Dwayne
me as I flew missions that
now serves as the Guard's state director of
were fraught with potential
operations.

LOOKFORITI
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WHY I TEACH

VERNA DE lONG
Associate Professor of English
Storytelling is something we all
do. My mother wove our family's
story as we cleaned the china
cupboard. The wine glasses that
had been a wedding present to
Grandpa and Grandma De Jong
and the hand-painted candy dish
that had once belonged to
Grandma Borgman provided the
focus for her spinning out the
family's history.
In the same way I have created
my own story about why Ibecame
a teacher. I was a junior in high
school. I had spent my life reading,
I enjoyed it, and so I considered
myself to be pretty good at it.
Along with that, my family was
expert in argumentation: we
always dissected the Sunday
morning sermon as we ate Sunday
dinner. So, when my interpretation

PETER HANSEN
Professor of Chemistry
Although I decided to become a
teacher while a college student, my
reasons for this choice did not
become apparent until years later.
One day, after having taught for
more than five years, Tim, my best
freshman chemistry student, came
to my office. We talked for a
while, and Tim told me how much
he enjoyed my class. As a footnote
he added, "I would probably

"I need to prepare
students for life, and
not merely a
livelihood."
major in chemistry except that I do
not want to teach and what else
can a chemist do?" Since only
about 10 percent of this nation's
chemists are teachers, I was both
22

of a passage from Shakespeare's
Julius Caesar was scorned by my
English teacher, I decided to teach.
Or so my story goes as I have
fashioned it.
There is truth in what I have
said. But if I were to consult others
who participated in the same
events, the stories would be
different. My mother is likely to
remember the ritual of
housecleaning differently, and I'm
sure my English teacher was doing
her best with a stubborn, ignorant
reader. Even so, this story helps to
explain why I continue to teach
English and love doing so.
Some years ago I read Stanley
Wiersma's Church Herald article,
"The Storytelling Family of God."
It helped me articulate what I had
known for years. That we need to
tell stories to understand our
experience. That we need stories to
see human experience from as
amused and
surprised.
When he
learned of the
many career
opportunities
available to
chemists he did
major in
chemistry and
Dr. Peter Hansen
today Tim is a
Ph.D. chemist.
Shortly thereafter I realized that
as a young person I was very
much like Tim. I grew up in a
small town and I knew nothing of
basic research, applied research
and development, quality control,
or chemical engineering. So, "Why
do I teach?" From a historic
perspective the honest answer is
probably that I, like Tim, believed,
"What else can a chemist do?"
My conversation with Tim also
convinced me that I had been.
teaching chemistry far too
narrowly. I needed to put some

many perspectives as we can
because each story is part of the
truth. That interpreting someone
else's story is a creative act. That
we need to develop our skills in
interpretation to understand the
stories we tell each other and the
stories God tells us.
And so I teach and learn,
delighting in insights students
provide me as well as helping
them understand the stories that
great literature tells to those who
take the time.
A native of Rock
Valley, De long
attended
Northwestern from
]958-60 and
graduated from Hope
College. She also
earned a master's
from Iowa State and a
doctorate from the
University of

Arkansas.

Dr. Verna DeJong

human faces on chemistry, to place
chemistry in a context, and to
provide some historical,
philosophical and theological
perspective. These goals are not
easy, however, and I struggle with
them. (judging from my student
evaluations, I still have a long way
to go.) But, especially in a
Christian liberal arts college,
chemistry needs to be taught as
more than a collection of theories,
models, and skills. I need to
prepare students for life, and not
merely a livelihood.
I often ask myself, "What am I
going to do when I grow up?"
Until now I haven't been able to
find a better answer than to
continue teaching. I enjoy teaching
and I enjoy college-age young
people-their energy, spontaneity,
and candor are refreshing.
Hansen joined Northwestern's

chemistry

faculty in 1969. He earned a bachelor's degree
from St. Olaf College and a doctorate from
Iowa State University.
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Sam De Jong has retired after a long
career in livestock trucking, working at KProducts, and owning a grocery store. He
and his wife, Nellie, live in Orange City
and have seven children.
Edgar De Leeuw is retired from
farming and truck driving. He and his
wife, Janet, live in Ellsworth, Minn.
Harvey De Vries retired in 1995 after
nine years as managing partner of a
consulting firm, Currie, Ferner and De
Vries. Some of his clients included the
American Medical Association, the New
York Philharmonic and the Metropolitan
Opera. Harvey and his wife, Lyn, live in
Orange Beach, Ala.
Alma (Oordtl Ford taught school in
Orange City for 15 years. She and her
husband, Don, are now retired and living
in Orange City's new Heritage Estates.
Beulah (Borr) Freriks is retired in Fresno,
Calif. She taught school, gave piano
lessons in her home, raised four children,
and worked as a supervisor in an insurance
office. She and her husband, Vern, are
active in their church and enjoy traveling.
Ronald Korver served as an R.CA.
missionary in Japan from 1948 until his
retirement in 1992. He taught in the Meiji
Gakuin Schools of Tokyo. His wife, Ruby
(Barth '53), did secretarial and translation
work. Ron established the Open Doors for
International Friendship exchange
program at Meiji Gakuin and the Glee
Handbell Choir tours. The Korvers still
make their home in japan.
Russell Korver retired in 1991 after 31
years as a computer systems analyst with
Principal Financial Group. He and his wife,
Shirley (Mackie '52), live in Urbandale, Iowa.
Rose (Korver) Mackie lives in Vadnais
Heights, Minn. After her graduation from
the academy she taught elementary school
and was the director and a teacher at a
private Lutheran preschool for nine years.
Anne (Schaafsma) Magee and her
husband, Duane, lived in Midland, Texas,
where Duane had an oil and gas

NEWS

consulting company for 30 years. They
retired to Hospers in 1987. Anne has a
small antique business and is busy with
community and church activities. They
have three children.
Marlys (Mouw) Pennings lives in
Orange City where she is active at First
Reformed Church and teaches for and
serves on the board of the Friendship Bible
Series, a program for the mentally and
physically challenged. She has three
children.
Henrietta (Hofmeyer} Tamminga and
her husband, George, have lived in the
Chicago metro area since 1969. They
currently reside in Lombard. They have
three children.
Anthony Van Zanten and his wife,
Kathleen, live on an acreage in Otsego,
Mich. Anthony commutes to Kalamazoo
where he owns a real estate firm.
Peter Vermaat and his wife, Hattie
(Blau '51), live in jenison, Mich. Peter
retired in 1992 after 35 years in banking.
The Vermaats have four children.
Joyce (Van Wyk) Wielenga lives in
Orange City where she and her late
husband, Ray, owned and operated the
American Legion Bowling Alley for 25 years.
Wilbur Wiersma worked in the poultry
business until his retirement in 1994. In
1985, he started a small poultry project in
Nigeria, West Africa, which continues
today with the addition of a feeder pig
operation. He and his wife, Mary, live in
Orange City.

'50

Arnold Menning retired this year from
his position as chief student affairs officer
at Nebraska Medical Center. He lives in
Omaha, Neb.

'51

Norman Bastemeyer is the ethics
administrator for the Iowa State Bar
Association. He was a partner in an
Orange City law firm from 1962-86. He
and his wife live in West Des Moines.

COMING SOON
The 1996-97Northwestern Annual Fund Phonathon
begins Monday, Oct. 21!
Your Phonathon gift, great or small, directly impacts the daily
lives of all Northwestern students. It helps to keep tuition low by
providing the resources for such things as heating, lighting,
general maintenance, faculty and staff salaries, financial aid, and
much more. In fact, without the Annual Fund, tuition would be
$800 higher per student.

Thanks for answering the call!

. Joyce (Huckman) Behrens taught for
eight years after completing NWJC. She
and her husband, Gerald, are now retired
in Poulsbo, Wash.
Arlene (Franken) Bensema completed
her education at NWjC and the University
of Northern Colorado. She taught in
California until meeting her husband, Joel,
and moving to Michigan while he
attended seminary. The Bensemas served
churches in Iowa, Michigan, Indiana and
Illinois. They are now retired and living in
Sioux Center.
Duane Buttenob graduated from
Weshnar College and worked as a teacher
and coach at high schools in Quimby and
Aurelia until his retirement in 1992. He
and his wife, Christine, have two daughters.
Craig Calhoun taught school and
worked in a factory until 1982 when postpolio syndrome forced him into early
retirement. He lives in Estherville.
David and Marvella (Huisman)
Duistermars live in Orange City. They
farm, and Marvella works for a law firm
during tax season.
Gladys (Fedders) Eason worked for
several years as a bookkeeper before
staying home to raise her son. She and her
husband, Leo, have farmed near Orange
City.
Duane Heeren and his wife, Elene, are
retired in Red Oak, Iowa. Duane worked
for the Iowa Department of Transportation.
James Kempema graduated from
Calvin College, served in the U.s. Air
Force, and worked in the aerospace
industry in various engineering roles. Most
of his career has been spent in marketing
management with Lear Siegler, Sundstrand
Corp., and Rockwell International. He and
his wife, Jean, live in Cedar Rapids.
Joyce (Den Hartog> Kooy taught for
several years before taking a leave to raise
her three children. She returned to
teaching in 1970 and continued as a fifth
grade instructor until her retirement in
1991. She and her husband, Wayne, live in
Allegan, Mich.
Casey Korver completed his education
from La Salle University, moved to
Pipestone, Minn., and worked for a CPA
firm until his retirement in ApriL He now
Jives in Orange City.
Andy Miedema served as a teacher,
counselor, and principal at Christian and
public schools in Iowa and Minnesota until
his retirement in 1994. While working for
the Maurice-Orange City schools, he began
farming in the Alton-Hospers area. He
and his wife, joan, have five children and
continue to live and work on the farm.
Lorraine Oostenink completed her
education at Calvin College and eamed.a
master's degree from the University of
Michigan. She taught for 37 years in Iowa,
Michigan and California. She retired in
1990, moving to Sioux Center where she is
active in community and church service.
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The Rev. Dr. Roger Peterson was
ordained to the Presbyterian Church
ministry in 1959. He and his wife, Wilma,
served churches in Minnesota, Iowa, and
Illinois. From 1974 until this year, when
Roger retired from the ministry, they have
lived in Blairsville, Pa.
Kenneth Raak received a degree in
pharmacology from South Dakota State
University. He has been a pharmacist in
Worthington, Minn., since 1960. He and
his wife, Arthea, have two children.
Gladys (Bos) Taubert taught for 34 years
in schools in Iowa and Minnesota. She and
her husband, Kenneth, have four children.
The Tauberts live in Holland, Mich.
Lavonne (Kadous! Van Beek and her
late husband, Roger, farmed near Sanborn
until Roger's death in 1991. Lavonne now
lives in Sanborn and enjoys community
and church volunteer service. She has
three children.
Clifford Van Berkum received his
bachelor's and master's degrees from Iowa
State University in agricultural education.
After service in Korea, he taught vocational
agriculture for the Swea City public
schools until his retirement in 1993. He
and his wife, Phyllis, still live in Swea City.
Muriel (Van Binsbergen) Vander Laan
returned to live in Orange City in 1961
when her husband, Harold '49, became the
registrar at Northwestern. Their three
children are all NWC graduates.
Jeanne (Abersonl Van Veldhuizen
lives with her husband, Gene, in Sanborn
where she has been a substitute teacher
and now serves as activity coordinator for
Prairie View Home.
Ruth (Boogard) Van Voorhis
completed her degree at Hope College and
taught in Ames and Iowa City. She and
her husband, Lee, lived in Florida, California, Washington and Virginia before moving
to Sioux City, which has been their home
for the last24 years. They have four children.
Elmer Van Wyk served two years in
the Ll.S. Army. He is a barber and school
bus driver. He and his wife, Elizabeth, live
in George, Iowa.
Nelva (Keunen) Van Zyl is secretary to
the director of staffbenefi ts a t The Naviga tors
headquarters in Colorado Springs. She has
been active in church and community and
helped establish a regional symphony in
her area of Colorado. Her husband,
George, died in 1983. She has three children.
Carolyn (Rohlf) Vermeer earned a
bachelor's and a master's degree in
elementary education at the University of
Northern Colorado. She taught for 35 years
in Iowa public schools. Now widowed,
she travels with Global Volunteers to teach
English as a Second Language.
Ralph Wiersema graduated with the
NWJC class of 1953, moved to Denver, and
went to work as an electrician for the Public
Service Company. With the exception of
two years of active duty in the service, he
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Alumni Corner

by Jay Wielenga '82
Director of Alumni Relations

Have you checked
your billfold or purse
lately? The collection
of cards many of us
carry is staggering.
These cards link us to
someone or something
we deem important.
./
It might be a library
card, bank card,
credit card, AARP
Jay Wielenga
card, insurance card
and certainly a social security card.
The downside of all these cards is
having to remember all the numbers. You
need to make that inevitable call to check
your account. "Do you have your number
ready?" "Push #1 if you want to check
your balance and if you have to talk to a
human being, hold the line." Some require
knowing your personal 10 number. It can
be confusing being a member. As Walter
Cronkite used to say, "That's the way it is."
The Northwestern College Alumni
Association is a non-card carrying
organization. If you attended the college
three semesters or more, the junior college
one year or the academy, you are
considered an association member.
On occasion, your association calls to
ask for your support. We are grateful for
the ongoing gifts of many alumni. There
are times, however, when your association
can be of service to you. You may need to
search for a lost friend or obtain a transcript or letter of recommendation for the
big interview. You may just want a good
deal on a college sweatshirt. At those times
when you require the services of Northwestern, it should be a painless process.
The box at the right contains a small
list of numbers most often called by alumni.
These numbers can guide you to your destination quickly. You may wish to cut and
paste these into your address book or hang
them on your refrigerator with an idle magnet.
Please note a new addition to this list.
Our office has established a toll free
number, 1-800-LUV-NNWC, solely to
provide alumni the opportunity to update
name, address, family or career changes.
No messages for other departments can be
transferred so we ask you to use this
number only for news updates.
I hope this form provides a useful tool
for you should the need arise to call your
alma mater. When you call, don't be
surprised if you are asked for your college
10 number. We apologize in advance for

this but as they say, "That's the way it is."
We are in the process of putting alumni
e-mail addresses on the Northwestern
home page. Our previous appeal gave us
a number of responses but we know there
are more out there. Please let us know
your e-mail address so we can add it to the
NWC e-mail directory. If you would like a
link to your personal home page, let us
know that, too. This is a wonderful way to
connect with other computer-surfing
classmates. As a reminder, our web page is
at http://www.nwciowa.edu.
Contact
jayw@nwciowa.edu or 1-800-588-6692to
let us know.
I would also like to remind you that the
NWC Alumni Association hopes to travel
to the Netherlands in May 1997. The
details are forthcoming but we would like
to know how many alumni are interested.
Please contact the alumni office if you are
interested in hearing more about this trip.
I hope to have exact da tes, cost and
lodging information available by the time
this Classic reaches you. This is not a
reservation, rather a su~yey of,i1!_~~e:~st.
'-ItI1tts Q~eQ#YeX~~~~i~Y7()_al~II1I1i~ire~tory ~pd-~1aF~
t9 d<?3}1()t~~r~Bon._Yourvillb~;~ce
a que~ti0nr\~irEkt~~sCf~ll
tQP3Tple~~
r,\tuiI\to thepublishe"X9J.\) <:oop~rati
in ~8)11p1~tingQ1"inf9r;;naIj9f\willpe .."
app"dat~ddJ¥inl> this p,oject. ••XY'\ h9!,e1
to p;iI1t allil~~urate~SQ~glete:diI:~2t()l1
including ..•.
career aJ:'ld,tt;trtail:section$bX
October1997.
_
, •..•.§
Northwestern College Mini-Phone Directory
Main Switchboard (for all departments)
(712) 737-7000
Faculty & Staff Directory and Voice Mail
(712) 737-7099
Student Directory and Voice Mail
(712)737-1699
Bookstore
Phone:
(712) 737-7195
Fax:
(712) 737-7199
Career Development Center
Phone:
(712) 737-7225
Fax:
(712) 737-7228
Registrar's Office
Phone:
(712) 737-7145
(transcript cost, $2)
Fax:
(712) 737-7117
Alumni/Development Office
Phone:
(712) 737-7106
Fax:
(712) 737-7117
INFORMATION UPDATES ONLYPLEASE
1-800-LUV-NNWC
24 hours
(588-6692)

continued to work for the company until
his retirement as executive foreman in the
substation department in 1993. He and his
wife, Emilie, do disaster relief work for
their denomination, rebuilding or remodeling
homes damaged in natural disasters.
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Garrett Van Surksum has retired after
37 years of teaching. He had taught math
at East High School in Sioux City since 1969.
Healso taughtin Ida Grove and Mason City.
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Aletha (Kolenbrander) Blankers lives
with her husband, Harold, in Sterling, Va.
She works in the membership
department
of the national headquarters
for
Distributive
Educational
Clubs of America.
Robert Boehm completed his
bachelor's degree at Northwestern
in 1961.
He and his wife, Gracile, live in Hudsonville, Mich. Bob taught for the public
schools in Hudsonville
from 1961-90. He
is now self-employed
doing upkeep and
maintenance
on his rental properties.
Janice (McMurray)
Bomgaars has

taught kindergarten at Linn Mar
Elementary in Marion since 1974. Her
husband, Ken, is an investment broker.
Harriet (Muilenburg)
Harmelink
lives
in Bettendorf with her husband, Roger.
She is active in church and volunteer work
and recently played the role of Fruma
Sarah in a production
of Fiddler on the Roof.
Eugene Haverdink
farmed in the
Orange City area until 1984 when he
became a feed salesman.
In 1992, he
started a new feed business in Sioux
Center, Agri-Edge Farm Service, with
Northwestern
grad Dr. Ed Boote '52.
Florence (Dammer) Junkenneier
lives
in Chandler, Ariz., with her husband, Eldon.
For the last nine years she has worked at
Robinson-May
department
store.
Darlene (Roelofs) Mouw taught home
economics in Rock Valley, Sibley and
Sioux Center. Her husband, Marion, owns
Mouw Motor Ford dealership in Sioux
Center. She is a public library trustee,
works with the adult Laubach Literacy
program, and is a volunteer for the Iowa
Department
of Insurance.
Carol (Buttjer) Oliver retired last year
from her job as prevention
education
coordinator
for the Northwest
Iowa
Alcoholism/Drug
Treatment Unit. She
had previously taught school, served as a
guidance counselor, and raised two
daughters.
She and her husband, Roger,
live in Rock Rapids.
Marcia (Jeltema) Pulscher taught
school for several years and has been
active in paraprofessional
and volunteer
work in the Minneapolis
area. She and her
husband, John, were volunteers with the
Billy Graham Crusade staff for the last
crusade of Graham's career in June.
Arlene (Sneller) Roemmich
returned to
college after being widowed in 1981.
Earning a bachelor's degree at Buena Vista
University, she took a position teaching
third grade at Clay Central/Everly.
She
lives in Sutherland.
Jean (Albers) Vander Laan taught for
27 years in the Grand Rapids, Mich., area
where she lives with her husband, Karl,
the owner of a computer software
business. They plan to retire soon in
Florida.
Herlon Vander Schaaf retired last spring
after teaching industrial arts and principles

Deaths
Marie (Duistennars
'30) Wielenga died
May 10 in La Habra, Calif. After
graduating
from the academy, she
attended Scripps Business College in San
Bernardino.
She was an active member of
the Redlands Christian Reformed Church
where she was involved with young
people; foreign exchange students and
church missions. She was active in politics
and the fine arts. Survivors include her
two daughters and a brother, Elmer '27.
James Landhuis '35 died May 24 in
Long Beach, Calif. After graduating
from
Northwestern,
he moved to Los Angeles.
During World War II he worked as a
metallurgist
for ALCOA aluminum.
In
1952, he became a partner at Century Press
and served as president of the company
until his retirement in 1983. He was an
active member of EI Dorado Park
Community
Church of Long Beach. He is
survived by his wife, Allene, and a son.
Leslie Luymes '37, '39 died June 5 in
Santa Ana Heights, Calif. He was a
lieutenant in the Navy during World War
II. He coached basketball, baseball and
football at NWJC for two years following
his discharge in 1946. He coached football
and basketball at St. Cloud State in Minn.,
was the athletic director and football coach
at North Dakota State University, and
athletic director at Newport Harbor High
School in Newport Beach, Calif. He also
taught physical education, business
education and math there. While teaching,
he also sold real estate. He is survived by
three children.
Frances Elenbaas '42, '44, '69 died May
16 in Orange City. She was an elementary
teacher at Christian schools in Rock Valley,
Sanborn, and Orange City. She was a member of Trinity Reformed Church. Survivors
include a sister, Thelma Palsma '37, '40.
Earl Bonnema '48 died May 27 in
Orange City. He and his wife, Ruth, lived
in Orange City where he sold agricultural
products.
He was an active member of
Trinity Reformed Church, serving as a
deacon and as Sunday School superin tendent.
He belonged to the Floyd Masonic Lodge

and the Abbu Bekr Shrine Chanters and
Scottish Rite. He is survived by his wife; a
daughter, Pam Thornton
'78; and a
brother, Donald '49.
The Rev. Harvey Calsbeek '48 died
May 25 in Sioux Falls. After service in the
u.s Army during World War II, he
attended Northwestern
and Hope College.
He graduated
from Western Theological
Seminary in 1953. He and his wife,
Angeline (Smit '48), served churches in
South Dakota, New Mexico, Minnesota,
Nebraska and Iowa. He was curator of the
Osceola Historical Society, a member of
the American Legion, a volunteer with the
Tri State Cursillo program, and worked
with the Sibley Passion Play. He is
survived by his wife; three sons, including
Doug '79; and a daughter, Marcia Vermeer'7S.
Lorenz "Butch" Mouw '51 died May 27
in Orange City. He served with the
Marine Corps during the Korean Conflict
and was a 40-year member of the
Pressrnan-Kosters
American Legion Post.
He was in the meat and grocery business,
most recently as dairy manager at
Southtown
Foodland of Orange City.
Survivors include his wife, Shirley; a son
and daughter; and a brother, Roger '57.
Robert De Young '65 died March 10 in
Oakland, Calif. He is survived by his wife,
Rae; two children; three sisters, including
Bonnie '65; and his parents.
Mike Hofkamp '81 died of cancer May
30 in North Newton, Kan. He earned a
master's degree in religion at Iliff School of
Theology in Denver. He served 11 years as
a volunteer with the Mennonite Central
Committee in Florida, Minnesota,
Colorado and the Philippines.
He was an
adjunct faculty member of the global
studies department
at Bethel College in
Newton at the time of his death. He is
survived by his wife, Rebecca (Tuinstra
'81), and two children.
John Van Vugt died July 15 in Orange
City. Hewasa custodian in the maintenance
department
at Northwestern
from 1976-90.
He is survived by four children, several
grandchildren
and six siblings.

of technology in Rock Valley for 34 years.
He received several outstanding
teacher
awards during his years of teaching. His
wife, Joan (Moss), is in her 19th year as a
substitute teacher in Rock Valley.
Freida (Pollema) Vander Sluis has been
a substitute teacher, secretary, accountant
and Hope Haven foster parent. She is active
in the Firs t Reformed Ch urch of Rock Valley.
Betty (Aalberts) Vander Zwaag taught
several years before taking time out to
raise her four daughters.
In 1986, she
returned to Boyden-Hull Elementary as a
part-time Title I teacher. She and her
husband, Claude, have farmed for over 37
years in the Hull area.
Carl Van Marel is a certified public

accountant and works as the manager of
Unbranded
Sales in Tulsa, Okla. He and
his wife, Sara, are active in the United
Methodist Church and enjoy travel.
Walter Van Meeteren retired in 1994
after a long career as principal in two
Christian schools in Michigan. He and his
wife, Leora, live in Grand Rapids.
Gerald Van Peursem retired from
teaching in 1992. He has a construction
business in Cottage Grove, Minn., where
he lives with his wife, Wilma.
Glenn Wiersma retired in 1994 after 35
years of work as a laboratory analyst for
Rexene Corp., a manufacturer
of petrochemicals and plastics in Odessa, Texas.
He and his wife, Joyce, live in Odessa.
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'62
Marty Wierda retired this spring after
34 years of teaching in the Sioux Center
school district. The last 28 years of his
career were spent as a high school social
studies and government teacher.

'65
The Rev. Cornie Van De Hoef is
retiring after 28 years in the ministry. He
and his wife are moving to Louisville, Ky.,
to be near their daughter.

'66

'71

'78

Jeff Zwagerman is the new
superintendent
of the Sibley-Ocheyedan
School District. He had been the principal
at Sibley-Ocheyedan
High School since
1986.

Steve and Coryne (Howe) Konz live in
Sioux Falls, S.D., where Steve is a territory
representative
with Broyhill Furniture.
They have three children, Beau (14), Kassi
(10) and Breanna (7).

'72

'79

Anjean Smits received a master's in
education from Viterbo College. She is
teaching kindergarten at Walnut Ridge
Baptist Academy in Waterloo, Iowa.

Stephen Branch is an assistant professor
of music at South Dakota State University.
He and his wife, Nanette (Benson '81), live
in Brookings with their four boys, Matt
(12), jim (9), Ben (5) and josh (2).
Paul Delger served as sports
information director for an Athletes in
Action men's basketball team in New
Zealand this spring.

'74

Clarence Krygsheld has taken a new
position as principal of North Boone High
School in Poplar Grove, Ill.

Darrell Koenen lives in Aplington,
Iowa, where he coached his AplingtonParkersburg volleyball team to the 1995
state tournament.

'69

'75

Harley McDowell has retired from
teaching and coaching and is selling real
estate in Belmond, Iowa.
Jim Vander Velde has taken a new
position as a community developer for

Dr. Nicholas De Vries recently passed
his American Medical Association
specialty boards in neuroradiology.

'76

Mid America Energy Company, serving as
a resource specialist for communities in
northwest Iowa and southeast South
Dakota. He also received his master's in
the humanities from California State
University-Dominguez
Hills. His wife,
Gracia (Wynia), owns and operates
Cornerstone Christian Bookstore in Rock
Valley.

Terri Ahlm is an elementary school
behavior specialist in Maple Grove, Minn.

'77
Bonnie Jorgenson recently received her
master's in theology and religion from
United Theological Seminary. She is
currently living in Duluth, Minn.
Sherrie Wilson is completing her
doctorate in journalism and mass
communication
at the University of
Minnesota. She is now an assistant
professor of communications
at the
University of Nebraska-Omaha.

'70
Joe PetriIl is being inducted into
Somerville High School's Athletic Hall of
Fame. He is being recognized for football,
wrestling, and baseball. He lives in
Somerville, N.j.

ALUMNI-What's

New With You?

Let us know so we can tell your friends and classmates. Send to: Office of Public
Relations, Northwestern College, 101 7th St. SW, Orange City, IA 51041.0r
e-mail it to fynaardt@nwciowa.edu;
fax number is 712-737-7117. Deadline
for the Winter Northwestern News is Oct. 11.
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Births
Bob '72 and Lynn (Woelber '77)
Bruxvoort, son, Matthew Paul, joins David.
Henry '77 and Karen (Robbins '80)
Tef'aske, daughter, Anne Robbins, joins
Amy (17), Kristi (15), Lesley (13) and
Henry John (11).
Stan '81 and Mary Lu (Albertsen '80)
Mauritz, twins, Hannah and Rebecca, join
Nathaniel (14), jonathon (12), Timothy (9)
and Benjamin (6).
Colin and Dorothy (Cadwell '82)
Ackley, daughter, Lindsey Nicole, joins
Katelyn (5).
Mike '82 and Pam Lockling, daughter,
Anna Elizabeth, joins jonathon (2).
John '83 and Kathy Von Arb, son, jared
Daniel, joins Anita (5) and Conor (3).
Timothy and Becky (Lundell '84) Willis,
son, Brandon Scott, joins Nathaniel (2).
Donovan '85 and Beth (Beran '85)
Drake, daughter, McKenzie Elizabeth,
joins Michael.
Lee '85 and Sabrina McKinstrey, son,
Michael Lee.
Bruce '86 and Christy (De Vries '86) Moss,
daughter, Kelsey Christine, joins Keaton (2).
Will and Diane (Bunte '86) Vander
Ploeg, daughter, Breanna Lynn.
The Rev. Jonathon '88 and Ann (Lammers
'88) Opgenorth, triplets, Nicole Marie,
Andrew Jon and Julie Ann, join Lauren (3).
Delane '88 and Kristin Wolter,
daughter, Paige Altice.
Kurt '89 and Mary Beth (Vander Aarde
'88) Kenobb ie, son, Miles Phillip.
Jeff '89 and Elaine Phillips, daughter,
Kaitlyn Rae.
Glenn and Ann (Vande Garde '90)
Riemersma, daughter, Allison Grace.
jay and Lisa (Van Dyke '90) Schelhaas,
son, Jackson, joins Jasmin (2).
Kerby '92 and Carrina (Uhl '95) Huss,
son, Trever Gerald.
Randy and Lynette (De jager '95)
Feenstra, son, Taylor James.
jonathon '95 and Vicki (Fox '92)
Noordhoek, daughter, Carolyn, joins
Jeanette (3) and Victor (1).

'80
David Menning coaches a traveling
baseball team in Bloomington, Ill. His
team's overall record is 52-6, and they
recently qualified for the AAU national
baseball tournament.

'81
Sian and Mary Lu (Albertsen '80)
Mauritz live in Superior, Iowa, with their
four sons and two daughters. Mary
recently received her master's in education
from Drake University, and Stan is a senior
plant engineer in Spirit Lake.
Peggy Nivison received a bachelor's
degree in criminal justice from Grand
Valley State University and currently
works for Lakeshore Vineyard Christian
Fellowship. She and her son, Ben (15),
teach children's karate in Holland, Mich.

'82

Dorothy (Cadwell) Ackley lives in
Farmington, N.M., where she works part
time as a medical technologist at San Juan
Regional Hospital. She and her husband,
Colin, have two daughters.
Linda Morgan is the library media
specialist at Burns Elementary School. She
and her husband, Greg, live in Henderson,
Ky.

'84

Don Bacon was promoted to the rank
of major in the Air Force. Stationed in
Tucson, Ariz., he is an electronic warfare
officer. He and his wife, Angie, have two
sons.

'85

Donovan and Beth (Beran) Drake live
in Morganton, N.C., where Donovan is the
associate pastor at First Presbyterian
Church. He recently wrote the
denomination's liturgy for Older Adult
Sunday. His liturgy was published in
AGEnda, along with the short story "Has
Anyone Seen My Parents?"

'86

Doug Ayers lives in Estherville, Iowa,
and works at Boatmen's Bank.
Scot Clark lives in St. Charles, Mo. He
and his wife are expecting a baby this fall.
The Rev. Russell Siders has been
accepted into the Beeson Pastor Program
at Asbury Seminary in Wilmore, Ky. The
in-residence course of studies, which leads
to a doctorate in leadership and preaching,
is offered to only 15 applicants each year.
Russ and his wife, Mindy (Morris '85),
have two children, [ascn (3) and Bryant (1).

Marriages
Tracy Anderson '87 and Scott Tensen
'86, Des Moines, Iowa.
Kathy Aberson '90 and Tom Pressey,

Kalamazoo, Mich.
jarrell Hulstein '91 and Greg Pennings,
Sioux Center, Iowa.
Debra Solomonson '92 and Rick
Acosta, Rosenberg, Texas.
Mike Van Rees '93 and Sarah Menning,
Des Moines, Iowa.
Dawn Bruins '94 and Joshua
Martinsen '96, Akron, Iowa.
Paulette Ahrenholtz '95 and Leonard
Lingle, Manilla, Iowa.
Dan Bruhn '95 and Gretchen Vander
Velde '97, Orange City, Iowa.
Erica Schuiteman '95 and Brandon
Kamennan '96, Sioux Center, Iowa.
Nicole Schlemmer '96 and Matthew
Turvey, Fort Worth, Texas.
Tina Vellema '96 and Gene Anderson,
Jackson, Minn.
The couples reside in the cities listed.

'87

Douglas Annen trou t received his Master
of Fine Arts degree from Ohio University.
His theatrical performances have taken
him to Cape Cod, Utah, and New York City.

'88

Dr. Randall Haight was selected as
chief resident in internal medicine at Penn
State's Hershey Medical Center for 199697. He also was named Outstanding
Clinical Resident by Penn State's Medical
School Class of 1996.
jeff and Wendy (Stonehocker '89)
Herzberg live in Anita, Iowa, where Jeff is
the principal for the Anita Community
Schools and Wendy teaches aerobics.
They have three children, Spencer (9),
Tucker (2) and Ellie (I).
The Rev. Jonathon Opgenorth was
installed as co-pastor of Fellowship
Reformed Church in Muskegon, Mich.

'89

Melissa (Vickery) Bareford is the
managing director of Lifelines Theatre
Company in Chicago.
Sherri Beeler received her master's in
education in 1994. She teaches literature
and drama at Cascade Christian High
School in Medford, Ore.
David Bronner graduated from Baylor
University and has opened his own
physical therapy clinic in Arvada, Colo.
His wife, Cheryl (Te Slaa '92), graduated
from the Southern California College of
Optometry and works in a private
optometric practice.
Dr. Mark Jensen has accepted a oneyear position at St. Olaf College in
analytical chemistry.

Jeff Phillipps works for Crawford &
Company in Everett, Wash., as an
industrial rehabilitation consultant.

'90

Anna Nickerson is an information
specialist at Mountain Plains Regional
Resource Center at Drake University in
Des Moines. She provides technical
assistance in the area of special education
to state departments of education.
Kathy (Aberson) Pressey is a special
education teacher at Wayland Union
Schools/Baker Elementary in Wayland,
Mich.
Lisa (Van Dyke) Schelhaas teaches at
Calvin Christian School in Sioux Falls, S.D.
She and her husband, Jay, have two
children.
Jack Vander Stoep graduated from the
FBI Academy in July and is now a special
agent based in Columbus, Ohio. He was
chosen by academy classmates to receive
the Fidelity, Bravery and Integrity Award.

'91

The Rev. Susanne Caines has returned
to the U.S. and is living in Plant City, Fla.,
after serving as a missionary in Austria for
two and a half years.
[anell (Hulstein) Pennings works as a
secretary for Sioux Biochemical and Prins
Insurance in Sioux Center.

'92

Debra Solomonson teaches special
education in grades K-6 at Navarro
Elementary School in Rosenberg, Texas.

'93

Stacy Rulla recently returned to the
U.S. after serving two years in Costa Rica
as a Peace Corps volunteer. As an
environmental education coordinator, she
was responsible for teaching students,
training teachers, and becoming involved
with community development in an effort
to improve quality of life while preserving
the environment for future generations.
This fall she began teaching Spanish at
Fairbury High School in Fairbury, Neb.
Mike Van Rees graduated from
Western Theological Seminary and has
accepted a call as pastor of outreach and
evangelism at Meredith Drive Reformed
Church. He and his wife, Sarah, live in
Des Moines.

'94
Michelle Eastwood graduated from
Washington State University with a
bachelor's degree in Spanish and human
development. She lives in Beaverton, Ore.,
and works for American Express as a
financial adviser.
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Scott Isebrand received a master's in
religion with a certificate in religion and
the arts from the Yale Divinity School and
the Yale Institute of Sacred Music. Scott
lives in New Haven, Conn., and is
pursuing a career as a writer/journalist.
This summer he worked on the manuscript
of his first book, which has been accepted
for publication by Beloved Disciple Press.
Dawn (Bruins) and Joshua Martinsen
'96 live in Akron, Iowa, where Dawn teaches
vocal music at the elementary school.
Jason Smits is teaching math at Mitchell
High School in Colorado Springs, Colo.
Scott Vander Velde is a police officer in
Sioux Falls, S.D.

'95

'96

Dan Bruhn is an accountant for Mutual
Telephone Company in Sioux Center. He
and his wife, Gretchen (Vander Velde
'97), live in Orange City where Gretchen is
a senior at NVVC
Todd Den is a promotional
event manager for Measured Marketing Inc. in Atlanta.
Paulette (Ahrenholtz)
Lingle works
with physically and mentally challenged
people at a sheltered workshop in
Denison, Iowa.
Amy Risius spent a month this summer
as the athletic trainer for an Athletes in Action women's basketball teamirrSouth Africa.

Tina (Vellema) Anderson and her
husband, Gene, live in Jackson, MiIU1.
Gene attends seminary.
Jenna Messer teaches English, speech and
drama at MOC-Floyd Valley High School.
Nicole (Schlemmer)
Turvey is attend ing
Southwestern Baptist Seminary. She and her
husband, Matthew, live in Port worth, Texas.
Monte Vander Velde graduated
with a
dual degree in chemical engineering
from
Northwestern
and Washington
University
in St. Louis. He and his wife, Erin. live in
Austin, Texas, where he works for Anderson
Consulting and she is finishing her master's
degree in social work at the University of Texas.

Calendar of Events
October
ACTIVITIES
4~5
Movie, "Dead Man Walking," 7 and 9:30 p.m.,
Bogaard Theatre
Alumni Recognition Dinner, 6 p.m., DeWitt Center
11
11~12
Movie, "The Truth About Cats and Dogs," 7 and 9:30
p.m., Bogaard Theatre
c-hcle Alurrmi Golf Best Ball, 8:30 a.m., Landsmeer
12
Golf Club
Raider Road Race 5 & 10K, 9 a.m.
Morning on the Green, 9:30 a.m-noon,
campus green
Campus tours, 10-11:30 a.rn.
Western BBQ, 11:15~12:30 p.m., campus green
Volleyball Reunion Luncheon, 11:15 a.m., Bultman
Center N-Club Room
N-Club Fifth Quarter, 4:15 p.m., Bultman Center
Class Reunion Pictures, 5-6 p.m., DeWitt Center
Class Reunion Dinners
1986,5:30 p.m., Landsmeer Clubhouse
1971,5:45 p.m., Vermeer Room, DeWitt Center
1976,6 p.m., Private Dining Room, Dewitt Center
1991,6:15 p.m.. RSC Snack Bar
Homecoming
Dance, 9 p.m.., Rowenhorst
Student
Center Mini-Gym
Alumni-Student
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m., the Rev.
13
Raymond Tilstra '71, Christ Chapel
Women's Auxiliary Bazaar, 9:30 a.m.-l:30 p.m.,
26
Rowenhorst
Student Center
ADMISSIONS
14
Visitation
25
Visitation
DEVELOPMENT
17
Scholarship
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GUEST LECTURES
2-4
Staley Lecture Series, John Mason Hodges,
director, Ars Nova

ACTIVITIES
1~2
Movie, "Stand by Me," 7 and 9:30 p.m., Bogaard
Theatre
Contemporary
Christian concert by Big Tent Revival,
9
7:30 p.m.
Concert by the Continental Singers, 7:30 p.m., Christ
15
Chapel
15-16
Movie, "Mission Impossible,"
7 and 9:30 p.m.,
Bogaard Theatre
ADMISSIONS
15
Visitation

Luncheon,

20~23
11 :45 a.m., DeWitt Center

Ceramics by Hank Hall, Te Paske Gallery
"La Negra," Latin American folk music and folk

Day

FINE ARTS

22

Day
Day

artistic

November

8

FINE ARTS
15

25

instruments
demonstration/
performance
by Karin Stein, sponsored by the
Orange City Arts Council and NWC, 7:30 p.m.,
Christ Chapel
Children's Play, "Cinderella,"
7 p.m., Rowenhorst
Student Center Mini-Gym
Parents' Weekend Concert, 7 p.m., Christ Chapel

Photography
by Doug Berg, Te Paske Gallery
Symphonic Band Concert, 7:30 p.m., Christ Chapel
Jazz Band and Percussion Ensemble in concert, 7:30
p.m., Christ Chapel
Theatre Senior Ensemble Production, 8 p.m., the
Playhouse

GUEST LECTURES
6-7
Reformed Preaching Series, the Rev.
Prathia HaJl Wynn, associate dean, United
Theological Seminary, Dayton, Ohio

